Lornoxicam, a new potent NSAID with an improved tolerability profile.
Lornoxicam is a member of the oxicam group of nonsteroidal antiinflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). Oxicams have potent antiinflammatory and analgesic effects, but their use is associated with a high risk of gastrointestinal adverse effects. Lornoxicam has been shown to be at least as effective as comparative NSAIDs and more effective than 10 mg morphine when used at doses > or = 8 mg to control pain after oral surgery. In addition, oral doses of lornoxicam of 16-24 mg daily have been more effective than tramadol 300 mg daily in pain following knee surgery. Lornoxicam combines the high therapeutic potency of oxicams with an improved gastrointestinal toxicity profile as compared to naproxen, for example. This is probably due to the short half-life of lornoxicam as compared to the other oxicams. The clinical trials published so far, mostly comparative, clearly do- cument the efficacy of lornoxicam as a potent analgesic with excellent antiinflammatory properties in a range of painful and/or inflammatory conditions, including postoperative pain and rheumatoid arthritis.